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Proj ect Description

The overarching aimof this research project is to exani ne nol ecul ar and

cel lul ar nmechani sns by whi ch neuroi nmune systens contribute to the
neur obi ol ogy of affective disorders. Experinents will utilize a nouse node
of chronic stress to study neuroi nmune functions in corticolinbic brain
regions inplicated in affective disorders. Further pharnacol ogi cal or

nmol ecul ar interventions will be used to determ ne how stress-induced

neur obi ol ogi cal responses contribute to pathophysiol ogy underlying behaviora
and cognitive deficits associated with affective disorders. The W SE st udent
w Il be assigned to various aspects of this research project, such as
carrying out chronic stress in mce, conducting behavioral and cognitive
tests, collection of tissues for nolecular and cellul ar assays, and data
anal yses. Students will be provided with training in research areas with
which they are less famliar, as well as nmentoring to support future
endeavors in bionedical research
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