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Project Description 
 

Aphasia is an acquired language disorder that often follows a stroke in the left side of the 
brain. Aphasia impairs a person’s ability to produce spoken language. People with 
aphasia have the same thoughts and ideas as they did before the stroke. However, they 
cannot express those ideas as fluidly. Having aphasia is analogous to visiting a foreign 
country and not knowing the language; you know what you want to say but do not have 
the words to say it aloud. Roughly, 50% of people who acquire aphasia must live with the 
condition as a chronic impairment. Recently, researchers have reported the effectiveness 
of augmentative and alternative communication (i.e., AAC) strategies to support the 
communication of people with aphasia. AAC might include low-technology options, such 
as communication books that include pictures, words, and/or drawings). Additionally, 
AAC techniques might also include high-technology options, such as computers that 
incorporate pictures, written text, and speak buttons. When pressed or selected, these 
speak buttons ‘say’ messages, which represent ideas in the written text or the photos that 
the person with aphasia is unable to say. The use of Visual Scene Displays (VSDs) for 
people with aphasia (PWA) has recently emerged in AAC research/clinical applications. 
The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of text, personally-relevant 
contextualized photographs, and non personally-relevant contextualized photographs in 
VSDs used by people with aphasia.  Results may guide design of high-technology AAC 
interfaces for PWA.  
 
 


